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Tus Diſcourſe is reſpectfully dedicated to the Inhabitants 
of Ledbury, in the County of Hereford, and eſpecially to 
theſe who were preſent at the delivery of it in their Pariſh 
Church, after the Interment of the late 


MR. JOHN VAUGHAN, SENIOR. 


I was preached, and is now publiſhed at the requeſt of 
the deceaſed, only with a few alterations, particularly at 
the beginning of it, which ſeemed neceſſary to render the 
words of the text more fixed and determinate in their ſenſe 
and application. 


The Author is thoroughly fal that, independent of the 
great and important truths which it contains, and the bene- 
volent defign of his Friend in directing its publication, there 
is nothing in the Diſcourſe that can recommend it to public 
notice: But ſhould any, from a regard to thoſe truths, or 
from a perſonal reſpect for the deceaſed, think it worthy of 


their peruſal, he is not without hope, but that through the. 


grace of that Lord, whoſe ſtrength is made perfect in weak- 
neſs, they may be led to give the things, which are contained 
in it, a cloſer examination, and thereby add to the ſatts- 
faction which the Author feels, and heighten the obligation 
he confiders himſelf under both to the Miniſter and Congre- 
gation at Ledbury, for their kind and patient attention when 
the Diſcourſe was delivered. 


St. John's Horſleydown, Southwark, 
Sept. 21, 1797. 
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SERMON. 


REVELATIONS, CHAP, XIV. VER; 13, a 


AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING UNTO 
' ME, WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE 
IN THE LORD, FROM HENCEFORTH: YEA, SAITH 
THE SPIRIT, THAT THEY MAY REST FROM THEIR 
LABOURS, AND THEIR, WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM. 


WIZ have this morning heard theſe words pro- 
nounced over the remains of one, to whom, I truſt, 
they were ſtrictly applicable, and by whoſe defire I 
ſtand here to addreſs'you on the important ſubject to 
which they immediately relate, and in which you are 
all moſt nearly intereſted. 

Death is, indeed, a very common ſubject, and the 
frequency of theſe occaſions, which brings the ſub- 
ject before us, tends, it is to be feared, through our ſad 
inattention and inſenſibility, to take off much of the 
ſolemnity of it, and cauſes us to attend a funeral with 
very different feelings to thoſe which might be ex- 
cited, were we to ſee a coffin, and a grave, and hear 
the tolling of the bell, only once in a year, or but once 
during our whole lives. But ſurely this is an evi- 
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denceof dur depravity, and ſhews the undue influ- 


ence which the preſent world has over us, that we 


can be ſo unmindful of that eternal ſtate for which 


we are all deſtined; and ſo averſe to a ſerious and 
frequent conſideration of that change which we muſt 
ſoon experience, and which will prove, in its conſe- 
quences, ſo infinitely and unſpeakably important. 

To correct this fatal unconcern and indifference, 
and to direct you how to confider your latter end, 
was, I am perſuaded, the grand motive which urged 
my late reſpected friend to requeſt that you might, 
on the occaſion of his funeral, be addreſſed on thoſe 

words of the divine Apoſtle, which I have juſt read 
to you ; words full of emphaſis, full of meaning, ex- 
preſſive of the Chriſtian's ſtate and character, his 
bleſſedneſs in death, and his exceeding great reward 
afterwards ; words which are often ſounding in our 
ears, but which, I pray God, we may now be enabled 
to pay ſuch an attention to, as ſhall, by his grace, 
powerfully aftect our hearts, and form us to that 
temper and conduct, which is neceſſary to our pre- 
ſent peace, and our eternal ſalvation. I heard a 
voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed 
«arc the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 
forth: Yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours, and their works do follow them.” 

We will, in the firſt place, conſider the occaſior, of 
the words ; ſecondly, we will enquire into the ſtate 
and character of the, perſons to whom they relate— 
the dead which die in the Lord; and, thirdly, we 
will ſhew the nature of that bleſſedneſs which is pro- 
nounced on them, 


As 


(4.4 

As to the occaſion of theſe beautiful and ſublime 
words, we muſt refer you to'the foregoing parts of the 
chapter, by which we learn that, after the eſtabliſhment 
of the Chriſtian church, and the ſpread of the ever- 
laſting Goſpel throughout the world, the deſtruction 
of myſtic Babylon ſhould take place, and all thoſe 
dreadful judgments alight upon the heads of the wor- 
ſhippers of the beaſt which had been before predicted 
and threatened againſt them: © If any man worſhip the 
e beaſt and his image, and receive his mark in his 
« forehead, or in his hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the 
e wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out with- 
cout mixture, into the cup of his indignation; and he 
© ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſtone, in the 
e preſence of the holy angels, and in the preſence of 
e the Lamb: and the ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth 
ce up for ever and ever: and they have no reſt day nor 
« night; who worſhip the beaſt and his image, and who- 
“ ſoever receiveth the mark of his name.” Rev, xiv. 
ver. 9, IO, II. 

But till this prediction is fully accompliſhed, the out- 
ward ſtate of things in the Chriitian church will always 
be ſo hoſtile to the truly godly, as to afford a ſufficient 
opportunity for the diſplay of all the ſuffering graces in 
the ſervants of God: And hence ſays the Apoſtle, ver. 12. 
« Here is the patience of the ſaints; here are they, or 
as Doddridge paraphraſes' it, © Here are the triumphs of 
* thoſe who keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jeſus, and are determined to maintain the 
« purity of the goſpel amidſt theſe formidable efforts 
© to corrupt it.” Now for the encouragement of ſuch 
noble and heroic characters, the words of our text ap- 


pear 
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| pear to be introduced: They were frequently called 


Is 


to reſiſt even unto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin; and 
as the apprehenſion of a violent death could not but be 
more or leſs terrifying, even to the moſt courageous 
belieyers, it pleaſed God, in this ſignal manner, to 
pronounce them bleſſed ; © I heard,” ſays the divine 
Apoſtle, „a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, 
c Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
« from henceforth.” So that to die in the Lord is 
ſuppoſed, by ſome Commentators, to mean chiefly to 
die for the Lord, as the word is often uſed, or to 
die in the Lord's cauſe; not merely. as profeſſors, but 
as martyrs for the Chriſtian faith.—That which this 
celeſtial voice proclaimed, and which St. John heard, 
he is commanded to write, that it might be of ſtanding 
uſe and benefit to the church of God, in every future 
age, under the influence of that Spirit, who on 
this memorable occaſion, confirms the delightful in- 
formation reſpecting the bleſſedneſs of dying believers, 
and adds his teſtimony to this voice from heaven: 
« Yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their 
« 1abours, and their works do follow them.” 


Our text might primarily reſpect the martyrs in the 


{early ages of Chriſtianity ; but it is not to be confined 


to them, as there is a dying in Chriſt, where there is 
not in a way of martyrdom, a dying for him; and it 
is evidently to this that the bleſſedneſs is annexed.— 


It is, indeed, uncommon, but it is not impoſſible for a 


man to die a martyr for an opinion merely out of pride 
and obſtinacy ; he may, as St. Paul intimates, 1 Co- 
rinthians xiii. 3. give his body to be burned, and 
after all, for want of the right principle of love to 
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God, derive no ſaving benefit from his ſufferings. 
Even the bleſſedneſs of martyrs,” ſays a pious 
writer, lies not ſo much in their ſufferings for 


« Chriſt, as their dying in covenant relation to 


© him; and where is the ſaint that does not find this 
© life, a warfare, a painful and weariſome eſtate ? 
So that when he dies in Chriſt he reſts from his 
© Jlabours, and his works follow him.” 

We will now inquire, ſecondly, into the ſtate and 
character of the perſons to whom the words of our 
text relate The dead which die in the Lord.” 
When the children of men return again to their duſt, 
we conſider them as loſt to this world, and as having 
no longer a portion in any thing that is done under 
the ſun. And ſo much are we in general engroſſed 
by the things of the preſent life, and ſo faint are the 
impreſſions of eternity upon our minds, that we are 
apt to forget that bleſſed hope of everlaſting life 


which 1s given us by Jeſus Chriſt, and frequently, 


forrow for our departed friends, as for thoſe that have 
no hope. But, my brethren, there is a world of ſpirits 
beyond this region of matter; a world of infinite and 
inconceivable felicity and glory, where. the ſouls of 
the righteous are in the hands of God, live in his 
Preſence, and rejoice and triumph in his favour. 

They were once dead in a two-fold ſenſe, and the 
ſubjects of ſpiritual as well as natural death: They 
*«« were dead in treſpaſſes and fins.” Eph. ii. 1. de- 
prived of that moral image of God, in which the 
human ſoul was originally created; and utterly deſti- 
tute of all thoſe pious and devout affections towards 
God, which is the life and happineſs of a rational and 
immortal being. Thus 
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Thus fallen from their innocence and integrity, 
they were the neceſſary objects of the divine diſplea- 
ſure, and expoſed to death as the juſt puniſhment of 
their apoſtacy and diſobedience. The ſentence of the 
law ſtood out againſt them, and had they been re- 
moved out of this world, before the tremendous ſen- 
tence was reverſed, not only temporal death, but 
eternal perdition would have been their certain and 
inevitable portion. This the all-wiſe God clearly 
foreſaw, and in his eternal purpoſe he fore-ordained 
deliverance for them: He entered into covenant with 
his only begotten Son on their behalf, and with his 
intire acquieſeence, engaged to clothe him with human 
fleſh, and at an appointed period, to ſend him into 
this miſerable world in the important character of a 
Redeemer. —Hence, as St. Paul writes, Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
%% When the fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent 
« forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
% Jaw, to redeem them that were under the law.''— 
And as it was abſolutely neceſſary, according to the 
divine conſtitution, that he who redeemed ſinners 
from that puniſhment which the law had denounced 
upon them, ſhould himſelf ſuffer the puniſhment 
which was ſo denounced; the eternal Son of God, 
ſuſtained, voluntarily ſuſtained in his own body, that 
curſe which their tranſgreſſions had entailed upon 
them. He was even made (as the ſame Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, ch. iii. 13.) © a curſe for us;” and “ ſuffered 
« for ſins,” (as St. Peter teſtifies, 1ſt epiſtle, ch. iii. 18.) 
« the juſt for the unjuſt, chat he might bring us 
« unto God.” He died that we might live; and by 
the ſhedding. of his meſt precious blood, obtained 
* | cternal 
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eternal redemption for all them that ſnould believe in, 
and obey him. | 

Thus the bleſſed Jeſus redeemed his people from 
the prevalence of ſpiritual death, and from the puniſh- 
ment of eternal condemnation, and left them nothing 
but the endurance of a temporal diſſolution, which, 
notwithſtanding all its natural terrors, he has con- 
verted into a bleſſing, and made it the eſtabliſhed 
method of their admiſſion into a better and a happier 
ſtate, where being “ abſent from the body, they are 
_ « preſent with the Lord.“ 2 Cor. v. 8. Such are the 
dead of whom our text ſpeaks as dying in the Lord. 

Let us now more particularly conſider the import 
of the expreſſion. To die in the Lord, then, is to 
die in a ſtate of union to Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
conſeſſedly the perſon ſpoken of in our text, and 
they who die in him, are previouſly united to him, 
and made one with him. They have received his 
ſpirit, and through that divine influence they have been 
incorporated into Chriſt's myſtical body, and made as 
really a part of him, as the members are parts of the 
natural body, and derive life from their union with 
the head. They are, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
Eph. v. 30.“ Members of his body, of his fleſh, and 
« of his bones,” and are ſuſtained by a life which he 
imparts to their ſouls, and by which immortal bleſſed- 
neſs is ſecured to them. Even their bodies, their vile 
bodies, or the bodies of their humiliation, are cloſely 
united to him, and are therefore committed to the 
ground by their ſurviving friends, Earth to earth, 
© aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt; in ſure and certain 
hope of the reſurrection to eternal life, through 
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t our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” „ For (as St. Paul writes 
« to the Theſſalonians, 1 epiſtle, ch. iv. ver. 14.) if 
ve believe that Jeſus died, and rofe again; even ſo 
them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with 
« him.” But as all that die do not die in the Lord, 
but only thoſe that have been previouſly united to 
him, and made one ſpirit with him, it becomes. ne- 
ceſſary for us to inquire, whether this union with the 
Son of God hath taken place in us : For undoubtedly, 
brethren, the ſcriptures ſpeak much on this point ; 
and the very ſtrong terms in which they expreſs it, 
are intended'to convince us, that to be in the Lord, 


to be united to him, to live in him, and to die in 


him, mean ſomething more than receiving the initia- 
tory rite of baptiſm, and calling ourſelves by the name 
of Chriſtians. Indeed, if words have any determinate 
meaning, they can mean nothing leſs than a ſpiritual 
living principle within us, enabling us to ſurmount 
the corrupt deſires and inclinations of our nature, and 


to live ſuch a life as is conſiſtent with the precepts of 


the goſpel, and congenial with the temper and ſpirit 
of its divine and glorious Author, 

But then, as the principle which produces ſuch a 
conduct muſt ariſe from a thorough convictio 
the truth of the goſpel, I would obſerve fu I_ 
that to die in the Lord, is to die in the profeſſion of 
the faith of the goſpel; © the faith (as St. Jude calls 
ee jt, ver. 3.) which was once delivered unto the 
« ſaints.” This is a very comprehenſive expreſſion, 
including in it the whole revealed will of God; all 
the doctrines which are to be believed, and all the 
duties which are to be practiſed, in order to our fal- 
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vation. The doctrines of the goſpel are thoſe grand 
and important truths which reſpect the real and eſ- 
ſential Godhead of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his ab- 
ſolute equality with the eternal Jehovah in every divine 
attribute and perfection; the ſufficiency of his ſa- 
crifice, as an atonement for the ſins of men, and the 
completeneſs of his obedience as the ground of our 
title to eternal life, on believing in him. The divinity 
and perſonality of the Holy Spirit, as that powerful 
agent, to whom is committed the arduous work of 
convincing men of their ſins, and bringing them 
to believe in Jeſus that they may obtain forgiveneſs of 
their ſins, be ſanctified, and ſaved. 

Theſe are the grand and important truths, which, 
as Chriſtians, we are required to believe, and which, 
as ſinners, are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to our ſalvation, 
that our denying or diſregarding them will infallibly 
expoſe us to God's fierce wrath and everlaſting diſplea- 
ſure; ſince the ſcriptures uniformly declare, “ there 
* is ſalvation in no other, neither is there any other 
« name under heaven given amongſt men, whereby 
« we muſt be ſaved, but only the name of the Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt.” And, “ whilſt he that believeth on 
te the Son of God, hath everlaſting life: he that be- 
* lieveth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life: but the 
« wrath of God abideth on him.” Acts iv. 12. 
and John iii. 36. The word faith, therefore, is 
made uſe of in the ſcriptures, to denote the whole 
body of Chriſtian theology, it is alſo uſed to expreſs 
our aſſent and conſent to the doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
and that particular application of them to ourſelves, 
by which, as individuals, we become intereſted in 
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that Redeemer who is the grand object of our faith, 
and in all thoſe invaluable bleſſings which he purchaſed 
for us by his death and paſſion. Hence we are ſaid 
to be juſtified by faith, to be faved by faith, to. be 
ſancified by faith; and St. Paul declares, in his own, 
and in the name of every real Chriſtian: “ The life 
« which I live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the 
« Son of God, who loved me, and who gave him- 
« ſelf for me.“ Gal. ii. 20. 

This is the confeſſion, and profeſſion, of a real 
Chriſtian, “ for (ſaith the ſame Apoſtle, Rom. x. 10.) 
« with- the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, 

« and with the mouth confeſſion is made unto ſal- 
. vation.“ In this profeſſion real Chriſtians live ; 
and in this profeſſion they alſo die; and therefore, 
it is ſaid of the old teſtament believers, © that they 
« all dicd in faith.” Indeed, faith is the laſt grace 
acted by a dying faint, it is the anchor of his ſoul, 
its ſupport and conſolation in the ſolemn proſpect of 
eternity: © He knows whom he has believed, and 
« js perſuaded that he is able to keep that which he 
« hath committed to him againſt that day” —he 
confides alone in the atonement and righteouſneſs of 
his Redeemer—he bears up himſelf on the covenant 
of grace, and renouncing all works and duties of his 
- own, he believes the record which God hath given 
of his Son, and profeſſes, with the great Apoſtle, 
(1 Tim. i. 15.) “ This is a faithful ſaying, and wor- 
« thy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 
« the world to ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief.” 
And the man who thus dies profeſſing faith in the 
Son of God, dies in the Lord. 


To 


1 


Io die in the Lord, is, moreover, to die in obedience 


to him who is Lord both of the dead and of the living, 


and in meek ſubmiſſion to his ſovereign will. Death 
indeed is man's inevitable deſtiny : “ By one man 
* (ſays the ſcripture, Rom. v. 12.) fin entered into 
« the world, and death by fin: and ſo death paſſed 
« upon all men, for that all have ſinned.” This is 
the judgment of God upon the whole human race, 
and none can poſſibly eſcape it. But then, whilſt all 
men are forced to yield to the ſtroke of this univerſal 
conqueror, believers in Jeſus are the only perſons 
that can leave the world without reluctance ; not only 
willing to die, becauſe it is the will of God they ſhould 
die, but in the exerciſe of faith, hope, and charity, 
even deſiring to depart that they may be with Chriſt, 
and rejoicing in hope of that glory which ſhall 
ſpeedily be revealed and accompliſhed in them. 

A believer on a ſick and dying bed is frequently, 
with the Apoſtle, in a ſtrait betwixt two, © having a 
« defire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which for 
« himſelf is far better; though to abide in the fleſh 
may be more needful for his friends and relatives, 
and in ſome caſes for the church of God, and the 


intereſts of his goſpel ; but as to himſelf, he can ſay 
with good old Simeon, after he had beheld the Lord 


Chriſt, and embraced the Incarnate Redeemer, © Lord 
« now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace ac- 
*« cording to thy word; for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
« ſalvation.” Luke ii. 29, 30. 

The fight of Jeſus Chriſt by faith, which is that to 
the ſoul, which the eye is to the body, has a wonderful 
effect upon the believer. It deadens his affections to 
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the preſent world, and draws his heart towards 
heaven. In the midſt of all his bodily pains and in- 
firmities, during his reſtleſs days and ſleepleſs nights, 
he frequently. looks forward to the celeſtial manſions, 
and like a fatigued and weather-beaten traveller, he 
longs to be at home: For heaven is the Chriſtian's 
home, his reſt and his inheritance—— 
© There his beſt friends, his kindred dwell], 
There God his Saviour reigns.” 

Jeſus has prayed in his behalf, John xvii. 24.“ Fa- 
« ther, I wil, that they whom thou haſt given me, 
« be with me where I am, that they may behold my 
« glory;”” and with this will of his Saviour he per- 
fectly coincides ; he dies not merely becauſe he cannot 
live, but becauſe his Lord would have him die, and 
the hour is now arrived when all the gracious purpoſes 
of God concerning him, are about to have their full 
accompliſhment. IE 

Death, indeed, has a ſting, and becauſe the believer, 
though renewed and ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, is 
ſtill a ſinner, he feels this ſting, and by a deep ſenſe 
of his manifold infirmities, he is ſometimes diſ. 
conraged, yet, conſidering that, by the dying of the 
Lord Jeſus, fin is aboliſhed, and the ſting of death 
taken away, he riſes ſuperior to all his fears, and 
thanks God for giving him“ the victory through our 
„Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” To him it is a matter of un- 
ſpeakable joy and everlaſting triumph, that his Sa- 
viour hath taſted death for the human race; and when 
reflecting on all the bitter circumſtances of the death 
of Jeſus, he ſees what thoſe graces are which a 


Chriſtian ought to exerciſe when he is paſſing out of 
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this world; and as he has laboured to imitate him in 
his life, ſo now he deſires to be conform ed to him in 
his death; calling upon God, and committing his 
departing ſoul to him, in the con*denc: o faith, in 
the full aſſurance of hope, with all the expreſſions 
of the moſt fervent love, and the profoundeſt ſub- 
miſſion to his ſovereign wiil: © If this cup may 


« not paſs from me, except I drink it, thy will be 


« done”—*< Father, into thy hands, I commend my 
« ſpirit:”” Bleſs my friends, forgive mine enemies, 
grant them repentance, and let us all be numbered with 
thy ſaints in glory everlaſting. *© Bleſſed are the 
« dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, 
« ſaith the ſpirit, that they may reſt. from their la- 
cc bours, and their works do follow them.“ 

We have conſidered the occaſion of the words, and 
have enquired into the ſtate and character of the 
perſons to whom they relate. We will now proceed 
thirdly, to ſhew the nature of that bleſſedneſs which 
is pronounced on them. * Bleſſed are the dead which 
« die in the Lord.” Is it aſked, why they are 
bleſſed, or in what their bleſſedneſs conſiſts? Our 
text affords a moſt ſatisfactory and comfortable an- 


ſwer: „They reſt from their labours, and their 


« works do follow them.” 
The word tranſlated labours, is uſed to expreſs the 
variety of tribulations, calamities, and croſſes, under 


which, in this preſent life, the ſaints of God do groan, 


being burdened. It is the declaration of holy writ, 
« that man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
« ward.” Pain and diſeafe, diſappointment and 
perplexity, diſtreſs and ſorrow of different kinds, 


and 
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an1 from various cauſes, are the natural and unavoid- 
able allotments of mankind. Sin hath introduced 
theſe evils into the world, and not even the moſt 
faithful ſervants of God are exempted from them : 
So far from it, that in general they are the moſt af- 
flicted, as their feelings and ſenſibilities are keener than 
thoſe of other people, and their habits of thoughtful- 
neſs and reflection have a zendency to make them feel 


more ſenſibly than tfoſe perſons uſually do, who live 


in a ſtate of inconſideration, and ſtrive to diveſt them-. 
ſelves of every painful reflection, by vain converſa- 


tion, and diſſipating amuſements. 


The ſaints of God have been always among the 
ſufferers; and beſides the common and unavoidable 
evils of human life, their being ſaints has conſider- 


' ably. augmented their ſufferings, as far, I mean, as 


one man ſuffers from another, by enmity and malevo- 
lence, by oppoſition and ill treatment. Indeed, their 


Lord himſelf hath informed them that it would be ſo: 


*« If,” fays he, © ye were of the world, the, world 
* would love his own: but becauſe ye are not of the 
« world, but I have choſen you out of the world, 
« therefore the world hateth you.” John xv. 19. 
This was remarkably verified in the Apoſtles, and firſt 
profeſſors of chriſtianity, and real Chriſtians even in 
our day, are not exempted from the oppoſition and 
enmity of the ungodly ; their path is ſtill the path 
of ſuffering, and © through much tribulation they 


enter into the kingdom of God.“ But oh, how bright 


and glorious are their proſpects there, for * there 
« the wicked ceaſe from troubling,” there they 
« reſt from their labours;“ from pain a d diſeaſe, 

from 


# 


| „ | 
from poverty and diſtreſs, from all the evils of this 
mortal ſtate, and what is more than all, they reſt 
from the being and indwelling of fin ! 

Sin is natural to man, and even in the regenerate, 
its infection ſtill remains, and will remain till. the 
body of fin and death, as St. Paul calls it, finks into 
the grave, never to riſe again, but with death itſelf to 
be utterly aboliſhed. Here, indeed, they are daily 
groaning for deliverance from their burden, and cry- 
ing out with the Apoſtle, « O wretched men that 
« we are, who ſhall deliver us?” It is true, they both 
expect deliverance, and know who their deliverer is; 
already Jeſus Chriſt hath ſo delivered them, that 
fin hath not the dominion over them, nor doth it 
reign in their mortal bodies; ſtill their complete de- 
| liverance is reſerved for another ſtate, where they ſhall 
never think a vain thought, nor ſpeak an idle word; 
but be freed from all poſſibility of ſinning, and at- 
tain to perfect and unſpotted holineſs. | 

They that die in the Lord are bleſſed, as they reſt 
for ever from the temptations of ſatan, Cominon and 
faſhionable as it may be in this age of infidelity, to 
ridicule the very idea of evil ſpirits, and to deny all 
kinds of ſpiritual influence on the human ſoul, true 
believers are conſtrained to adopt the oppoſite ſenti- 
ment; for whilſt they know that there is a Holy Ghoſt 
which ſanctifies all the elect people of God, and have 
an humble hope that they themſelves are not wholly 
deſtitute of his divine and ſacred influences, they 
know alſo to their grief and ſorrow, that there 1s a 
ſpirit of a very different quality, « the ſpirit which 

G | c now 
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„now worketh in the children of diſobedience,” and 
from whoſe aſſaults even the children of God are not 
exempted. St. Paul, when recommending it to Chriſ- 
tians, Epheſians vi. 11. To put on the whole ar- 
“ mour of God, that they might be able to ſtand 
« againſt the wiles of the devil,” gives, in the ſuc- 
ceeding verſe, a very ſtrong deſcription of the nature, 
the variety, and the number of evil ſpirits. «© We 
% wreſtle not” (ſays he) © againſt fleſh and blood, 
but againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the 
« rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiri- 
* tual wickedneſs in high places.“ Ver. 12. 

Such are the forces combined againſt the faith- 
ful ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, by ſatan their grand 
adverſary, to oppoſe and reſiſt them as they are 
fighting the good fight of faith, « and to prevent 
« them (if it were poſſible) from laying hold on 
« eternal life.” And how fierce and formidable this 
oppoſition 1s, with what art and induſtry it is carried 
on; and how long it continues, you, brethren, that 
are not ignorant of ſatan's devices, can well tell. 
But thanks be to God, believers, your conflicts, with 
your grand adverſary, will one day be at an end. He 
may perſecute you even unto death, and purſue you 
to the very gates of the new Jeruſalem ; but he can- 
not advance a ſtep farther, for dying in the Lord, you 
will be inſtantly delivered from his rage and malice, 
and not a ſingle arrow from his infernal quiver ſhall 
ever reach the battlements of heaven, but you ſhall 
join in that loud voice which John heard, Rev. x1. 
10. “ Now is come ſalvation and ſtrength, and the 
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* kingdom of our God, and the power of his Chriſt, 
tc for the accuſer of our brethren is caſt down, which 
*« accuſed them before our God day and night.” 
The dead in the Lord are bleſſed, as they enjoy 
everlaſting reſt and ſatisfaction in the clear viſion, and 
in the full fruition of the ever bleſſed God, and their 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt! This is a very glorious part 
of our ſubject, and it is indeed the grand ultimatum 
of the bleſſedneſs of true believers! But alas, how 
little are we able at preſent to ſay concerning it, when 
an inſpired Apoſtle himſelf hath declared, « Eye hath 
* not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
« the heart of man to conceive what God hath pre- 
* pared for them that love him. But although we 
can ſay bur little upon the future bleſſedneſs of be- 
lievers, yet as God by his Spirit hath revealed ſome- 
thing of it in the Scriptures, we are authorized to 
meditate upon them, and to conceive as far as our 
limited powers will admit of a ſubject, which as to 
the full and perfect underſlanding of it, is at preſent 
inconceivable. And here two paſlages repreſent them- 
ſelves to my mind, with which I will cloſe this part 
of their bleſſedneſs who die in the Lord. 1 Epiſtle 
John iii. 1, 2. © Behold, what manner of love the 
« Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be 
*© called the Sons of God: therefore the world know- 
te eth us not, becauſe it knew him not. Beloved, now 
« are we the ſons of God, and it doth not yer appear 
« what we ſhall be : but we know, that when he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him 
te as he is.“ Rev. xxii. v. 3, 4 and 5. And there 
tte ſhall be no more curſe; but the throne of God and 
| C 2 | ce of 
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« of the Lamb ſhall-be in it; and his ſervants ſhall 
« ſerve him. And they ſhall ſee his face; and his 


te name ſhall be in their forcheads. And there ſhall _ 
be no night there, and they need no candle, neither 


light of the ſun; for the Lord God giveth them 
« light: and they ſhall reign for ever.“ 

It is added in our text, * And their works do follow 
« them. ' Believers in Jeſus are always careful to 
maintain good works. God hath hefore ordained that 
they ſhould walk in them, as St. Paul affirms, Eph. 
ii. 10; and with this ordination of God they heartily 
concur. Their obedience therefore is not conſtrained 
and partial, but free and univerſal. They love God, 


and their love to him makes them keep his command- 


ments, even thoſe that are the moſt difficult, and that 
bear the hardeſt upon the natural pride, ſenſuality and 
ſelfiſhneſs of the human heart. The grace of God 
inwardly and effectually teacheth them, as the Apoſtle 
obſerves, Titus ii, v. 11 to 15, * to deny ungodlineſs 


« and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and 


„ godly, in this preſent world: looking for that bleſ- 
«« fed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
« God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : who gave him- 
« felf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
« and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 
« of good works. ae 

_ Amongſt theſe works, we muſt doubtleſs include 


acts of charity and benevolence, which are ſo effential 


to the character of a true believer, and ſo neceſſary to 
aſcertain our right and title to an intereſt in Chriſt, 
that in the folemn repreſentation of the laft day, given 
in the twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew, eur Lord 

La has 
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has made them the grand critefion, by which men's 
characters will be tried, and their ſtates decided, 
But here, brethren, it is of the utmoſt conſequence 


for us to remember, that although, works of juſtice, ._ 


mercy and charity, are eſſential to the character of real 
Chriſtians, and there is no ſuch thing as being ac- 
cepted of our Judge at the laſt great day, if we 


have been habitually unjuſt, implacable and unmerci- 


ful; ſtill, that the very beſt of our works, do not 
conſtitute a right and title to eternal life, but are only 
to be conſidered as the evidences of our having ob- 


tained 1t, by the faith of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


' Chrift. 


doctrine of Qur own church, as contained in her arti- 
cles, homilies and liturgy. * We are accounted righ- 
* teous before God (ſay our venerable reformers) only 
* for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
* by faith, and not for our own works or deſervings ; 
and though good works which are the fruits of faith, 
* and follow after juſtification, cannot put away our fins 
and endure the ſeverity of 's judgment, yet are 
they pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt, and do 
« ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and lively faith, in- 
* ſomuch that by them a lively faith may be as evi 
dently known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit. They 
are the fruits of faith, and follow after juſtification ; 


agreeably with what is ſaid in our text of them who. 


die in the Lord, that their works do follow them ; and 


according to that well known obſervation of. St. Au-. 


guſtine, Good works do not go before to juſtify, but 
| * |; + they 


* See Articles 11th and 12th, 


This is the doctrine of ſcripture, and it is alſo the 
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they follow thoſe who are juſtified.” This is a very 


important and neceflary diſtinction, and it deſerves to 
be regarded with the moſt careful attention, fince mere 
morality will never carry any man to heaven; and there 
can be no obedience which God will accept, but that 
which is founded on a cordial belicf of the grand doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, and flows froma principle of grate- 
ful love to it's divine and glorious Author. Aſk thoſe 
diftinguifhed perſonages, who are deſcribed, Rev. vii. 


13, 14, as arrayed with white robes and palms in 


their hands, how they attained the dignity and the fe- 
licity of the heavenly world, and you will find that 
though they came out of great tribulation, and many 
of them even laid down their lives, as martyrs for the 
truth, yet that this was not their paſſport for heaven ; 
but that they waſhed their robes, and made them 
« white in the blood of the Lamb:** They were con- 
ſcious of their own impurity and imperfection in the 
fight of that great Being, © who chargeth the Angels 
« with folly, and with whom the heavens are not 
clean; and under this convichon they renounced 
their own righteouſneſs, and confided alone in the 
merits of their Redeemer. Therefore (it is added) 
« are they before the throne of God, and ſerve him 
% day and night in his temple : and he that ſitteth on 
the throne ſhall dwell among them. They ſhall 
« hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, neither 
« ſhall the ſun light on them, nor any heat. For the 
% Lamb, which is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall 


feed them, and ſhall lead them unto living fountains 


« of waters: and God ſhall wipe all tears from their 
« eyes.” Ver. 15, 16, 17. | 
| What 
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What a delightful illuſtration is this of the words 
of our text, © Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
« Lord, from henceforth : Yea, faith the Spirit, that 
e they may reſt from their labours, and their works 
« do follow them.“ And how well may each of 
us, with equal importunity, but I truſt with greater 
ſincerity, and better ſucceſs, take up that requeſt of 
Balaam, « Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
« let my laſt end be like his.“ 

I have now, brethren, only to apologize for the very 
weak and imperfect manner in which, through want of 


. time, and a cloſer attention than could be paid to it, 


during the intervals of a long journey, I have been 
forced to addreſs you on this important ſubject: And to 
entreat your kind and patient attention to a ſhort im- 
provement of what has been ſaid, with a reference to that 
perſon, at whoſe requeſt, and through the obliging per- 
miſſion of your Miniſter, I have this day ſpoken to you. 
It was not, I am thoroughly perſuaded, with any view of 
being complimented after his death, that my deceaſed 
friend devolved this ſervice upon me; he was too 
wiſe and too good a man to indulge ſuch a wiſh, and if 
he had; no one could be found leſs diſpoſed to gratify 
it than myſelf. His view was of a higher, nobler na- 
ture; for having very cloſely examined the ſentiments 
which have now been propoſed to you, and found by 
an experience of ſeveral years, how admirably calculated 
they were to anſwer all the great ends and purpoſes of 


religion, he wiſhed to bear his dying teſtimony to them, 
in hopes that others, being prevailed upon to examine 


them as he had done, might alſo prove their divine and 
powerful efficacy, and find them their ſupport through 
ä life, 
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life, their comfort in the hour of death, and their joy 
and triumph during the countleſs ages of eternity. 
Many of you, brethren, knew our deceaſed friend much 
longer than myſelf. But from what I have ſeen in him, I 
verily believe, that there is in your breaſts, a teſtimony for 
him, and in favor of his religious ſentiments, that he 
was an honeſt and an upright man, one that feared God, 
and wrought righteouſneſs ; one that loved his fellow 
creatures, and was diſpoſed to do good unto all men, 
eſpecially them that were of the houſehold of faith ; that 
he was a man of open and liberal ſentiments, not blindly 
attached to a party or an opinion, but that could ſay 
with the Apoſtle, « Grace be with all them that love 
* our Lord Jefus Chriſt in ſincerity.” A finner he 
Knew he was, and to the laſt period of his life, he 
humbly and penitently confeſſed it, deriving all his 
hopes of forgiveneſs from the redemption of rhe Son 
of God, and “ making mention of his righteouſneſs, 
« even of his only. | 
For ſeveral months previous to his diſſolution, he 
had that ſolemn event continually in view; and 
though he willingly concurred in every meaſure that 
was recommended for the reſtoration of his health, 
and the prolongation of his life, he did it with the 
fortitude of a man, and with the dignity of a Chriſtian, 
neither unwilling to live, nar afraid to die. When 


his infirmities grew upon him, and the hopes of his 


recovery vaniſhed, his faith ſeemed daily to increafe, 


and his deſires after a better world were divinely 


ſtrengthened. He lamented indeed his unworthineſs 
and unprofitableneſs, but he gloried in the all- ſuf- 


ficiency of his Saviour's merits, and frequently con- 
verſed 
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verſed on his delightful ſubject of the croſs of Chriſt, 
in a manner, and with an emphaſis, that greatly af- 
fected, and, I hope, edified myſelf and others. In- 
deed, I have often found the ſalutary effects of his 
converſation, and the wiſdom of his remarks on re- 
ligion, and on the profeſſors of it, in the diſcharge of 
my miniſtry ; and I heſitate not in ſaying, that much 
might be learned. from him by people of far greater 
wiſdom and piety than I daꝶ pretend to. 

I could ſay much more, but he needs it not: Far 
having died in the Lord, he is bleſſed with the Lord; 
he reſts from his labours, and his works follow him. 
Him we will therefore leave till the reſurrection of the 
juſt, when that body we have now committed to the 
duſt ſhall ariſe all fair and beautiful, and be faſhioned 
like unto the glorious body of Jeſus Chriſt : © Ir is ſown 
« in corruption, but it will be raiſed in incorruption ; 
r it is ſown in diſhonour, but it will be raiſed in 
* glory; it is ſown in weakneſs, but it will be raiſed 
* in power.” 1 Cor. xv. 42, 43- 7 

My brethren, we have all profeſſed, this morning, 
that we are looking for the reſurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. But let us ſeriouſly 
inquire, whether we are looking for theſe great events 
as real Chriſtians look for them, or whether the 
words have been uttered by us as matters of courſe, 
without thought, without meaning, without ſelf-ex- 
amination, as to the grounds on which we look for, 
and expect ſuch things! 

Religion, in order to its being 3 to that 
God, whom it principally reſpects, and profitable to 
ourſelves, muſt be a reaſonable ſervice, We muſt 
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examine well its grounds, we muſt obſerve the effects 
it produces in us. Chriſtianity, real genuine Chriſ- 
tianity, is far, very far remote from ſuperſtition and 
enthuſiaſm. It has much to do with the heart, and 
with the affections; but then it is addreſſed alſo to the 
underſtandings of men: it courts our inveſtigation, 
and we cannot be too well certified of the truth of 
thoſe things wherein we have been inſtructed. 

What is it, my brethren, that gives the Chriſtian 
religion ſo vaſt a ſuperiority over all other religions? 
Surely it is not merely becauſe it propoſes a purer 
ſyſtem of morals, and confirms the doctrine -of a fu- 
ture ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. Is it not rather 
becauſe it reveals a method of ſalvation worthy of God, 
and ſuitable for man? 1: it not becauſe it ſhews.how 
God can be juſt, and yet juſtify ſinners; aſſert the 
honour of his law, and ſatisfy his juſtice, and at the 
fame time ſhew mercy to thoſe who have violated the 
one and incenſed the other againit themſelves ? 

This is the grand diſtinguiſhing doctrine of the 
goſpel, Jeſus Chriſt delivered for our offences, and 
raiſed again for our juſtification. But do we believe it ? 
Do we act as if we believed it? Do we know the effi- 
cacy of the croſs of Chriſt to convert ſinners from the 
error of their ways, to make them new creatures, to 
take them out of the temper and fpirit of a wicked 

world, and by cauſing them to live unto the Lord, to 
; prepare them for the bleſſedneſs of dying in him? 
Theſe are the effects produced by real Chriſtianity on 
all who truly belieye it, and theſe are the privileges 
which are inſeparably connected with them: © They 


« reſt from their labour, and their works do follow | 


CC them. L , But, 
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But, my brethren, if they who die in the Lord are 
thus bleſſed, what will be their condition who do not 
die in the Lord, but leave the world, as too many do 
leave it, ignorant of who he is, and of what he has 
done for the ſalvation of ſinners, enemies and oppoſers 
of his glorious goſpel, and utterly averſe to that ſtrict 
and holy life, which it requires of its profeſſors ? What 
will become of thoſe who have had none of the la- 
bours of real Chriſtians to reſt from ;—no works to 
follow them i into the other world, but the works of fin, 
ſuch works as are practiſed all around us, and ſome- 
times by thoſe who occaſionally, and even conſtantly 
attend the public worſhip of God? What will become 
of thoſe who curſe and ſwear, and take the name of 
God in vain, who accuſtom themſelves to filthineſs and 
fooliſh talking and jeſtings which are not convenient; 
who are in the habit of breaking the Sabbath them- 
ſelves, and take no care of the religious inſtruction of 
their families? What will become of thoſe who are 
lewd, intemperate, proud, wrathful, and revengeful, 
who ſpend a great part of their time in following the 
moſt vain and frivolous, and even the moſt pernicious 
amuſements ; ; Who make this world their great ob- 
je, and know no higher enjoyment than either in 
amaſſing wealth, or elſe in conſuming it on their luſts 
and pleaſures ? What will become of thoſe who profeſs to 
know God, but in works deny him, being diſobedient, 
and to every good work reprobate ? If we are ac- 
quainted with the ſcriptures, we know what the end 
of thſe men will be, and if we believe the ſcriptures, 
we cannot do otherwiſe than tremble, when we hear 
ſuch a declaration as that. 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8, g. © The 
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| - Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, wich 
ec IR mighty angels, in flaming. fire, taking ven · 
te geance on them that know not God, and that obey 
ec not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who. ſhall 
be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
MY einde of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
ts power. | 
My brethren, it is highly neceſſity for us to take f 
eſpecial notice of the character of the perſons. againſt 
whom this dreadful puniſhment is threatened : They 
are ſuch as know not God, and are diſobedient to the 
| goſpel of his Son; and their diſobedience reſpects 
both the doctrines which the goſpel teaches, and alſo 
the precepts which the goſpel enforces; they are too 
proud to believe the one, and too ſenſual to obey the 
other: For the goſpel, at the ſame time that it hum- 
bles the pride of man, and deſtroys every idea of his 
own moral excellency, is alſo a moſt powerful reſtraint 


5 upon his ſenſuality, and gives ſuch a check to the gra- 


tification of his paſſions, as to the generality of men is 
altogether intolerable. Hence they continue in a ſtate 
of wilful diſobedience to the goſpel; and obſtinately re- 
' fuſe ſubmiſſion to the yoke of Chriſt. But be aſſured, 
brethren, upon the higheſt and the moſt ſacred autho- 
rity, you muſt either ſubmit or periſh everlaſtingly. 
There. is no other alternative, if thoſe awful * of 
* chat believeth on the Soy hath . coating: be: = 
e he that belieyeth not the Son ſhall nat ſee life, hut 
<« the wrath 4 -God abideth on him.“ ; 
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